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Eduardo De Filippo, one of the most celebrated figures in Italian theater,
has left an indelible mark on the world of drama. His plays, renowned for
their poignant portrayal of human nature and social issues, have captivated
audiences for generations.

Among De Filippo's most significant works is a collection of plays known as
The Syndicate Modern Plays. Written between 1931 and 1948, these plays
offer a vivid glimpse into the life and culture of Naples during a tumultuous
period.

The Syndicate Modern Plays are characterized by their realistic portrayal of
everyday life, their witty dialogue, and their exploration of universal themes
such as family, love, and social change. Through his characters, De Filippo
delves into the complexities of human relationships, the struggles of the
working class, and the impact of societal norms on individuals.

Naples in the 1930s and 1940s

The Syndicate Modern Plays are set against the backdrop of Naples during
the interwar period and the Second World War. This was a time of great
economic hardship and social upheaval in Italy, and Naples was particularly
affected by poverty and unemployment.
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De Filippo's plays offer a raw and unflinching portrayal of the lives of
ordinary Neapolitans trying to survive amidst the chaos and uncertainty of
the times. Through his characters, we witness the struggles, hopes, and
dreams of a city and its people.

The Themes of The Syndicate Modern Plays

The Syndicate Modern Plays explore a wide range of themes, including:

Family: De Filippo's plays often center around families, depicting their
dynamics, conflicts, and relationships.

Love: The plays explore the complexities of love, from romantic love to
familial love to the love of one's community.

Social change: De Filippo's plays reflect the social and political
changes taking place in Italy during the interwar period and the
Second World War.

Poverty: The plays depict the struggles faced by the working class in
Naples during a time of great economic hardship.

Resilience: Despite the hardships, De Filippo's characters exhibit a
remarkable resilience and determination to survive.

The Characters of The Syndicate Modern Plays

De Filippo's plays are populated by a rich cast of characters, each with their
unique story and perspective.

Among the most memorable characters are:



Peppino Priore: A young man from a poor family who dreams of a
better life.

Rosina: Peppino's sister, a strong and independent woman who works
as a maid.

Don Nicola: The patriarch of the Priore family, an elderly man who
tries to maintain his family's dignity despite their poverty.

Maria: Don Nicola's wife, a loving and supportive woman.

Michele: Peppino's friend, a resourceful and opportunistic young man.

The Significance of The Syndicate Modern Plays

The Syndicate Modern Plays are considered to be among Eduardo De
Filippo's most important works. They have been performed countless times
around the world and have been translated into many languages.

The plays offer a valuable insight into Italian society and culture during a
pivotal period in history. They are also a testament to De Filippo's
remarkable skill as a playwright and his ability to create characters and
stories that resonate with audiences of all backgrounds.

The Syndicate Modern Plays continue to be a source of inspiration and
enjoyment for theater lovers around the world. They are an essential part of
Italian literature and a testament to the enduring power of the theater.

Eduardo De Filippo's The Syndicate Modern Plays are a must-read for
anyone interested in Italian theater, social history, or simply great
storytelling. These plays offer a rich and rewarding experience, providing a



glimpse into the lives of ordinary people during a time of extraordinary
change.

Whether you are a seasoned theatergoer or a newcomer to the world of
drama, The Syndicate Modern Plays are sure to leave a lasting impression.
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