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In the annals of military history, the role of the point man stands out as one
of paramount importance and extraordinary courage. Charged with the
daunting task of leading their unit into uncharted territory, point men face a
myriad of dangers and uncertainties, relying on their keen senses,
unwavering determination, and unwavering comradeship to accomplish
their mission.

Among the unsung heroes who have served with distinction as point men,
Kevin Dockery stands tall as an exemplary embodiment of courage,
dedication, and leadership. His selfless actions during a harrowing tour of
duty in the Vietnam War not only earned him the respect and admiration of
his fellow Marines but also etched his name in the chronicles of military
valor.

Early Life and Military Career

Kevin Dockery was born in 1946 in the small town of Bamberg, South
Carolina. From a young age, he displayed an adventurous spirit and a
strong sense of duty. Inspired by the courage and sacrifice of the Marines
who had fought in World War II, Dockery decided to enlist in the Marine
Corps in 1965.
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After completing boot camp and infantry training, Dockery was assigned to
the 1st Battalion, 9th Marine Regiment. In 1967, he deployed with his unit
to the Republic of Vietnam, where he would face the crucible of combat
and forge an unbreakable bond with his fellow Marines.

The Battle of Khe Sanh

In January 1968, the North Vietnamese Army launched a massive offensive
against the U.S. Marine base at Khe Sanh. Dockery's unit was part of the
force tasked with defending the base against overwhelming odds.

On January 21st, Dockery and his fellow Marines were ordered to establish
a listening post outside the base perimeter. As they approached their
objective, they came under intense enemy fire. Undeterred, Dockery led his
men forward, using his keen senses to detect the enemy's movements and
alert his comrades.



For three days and nights, Dockery and his men held their position against
relentless attacks. They fought off numerous enemy assaults, inflicted
heavy casualties on the North Vietnamese, and provided invaluable early
warning to the defenders of Khe Sanh.

The Medal of Honor

For his extraordinary heroism and leadership during the Battle of Khe
Sanh, Kevin Dockery was awarded the Medal of Honor, the highest military
honor bestowed by the United States government. The citation for his
medal reads:
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“"For conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity at the risk of his
life above and beyond the call of duty while serving as a Point
Man with Company B, First Battalion, Ninth Marines, Third
Marine Division (Reinforced),in connection with operations
against the enemy in the Republic of Vietnam. On 21 January
1968, while his unit was providing security for the construction
of a listening post near the village of Khe Sanh, Private First
Class Dockery and three other Marines came under an intense
enemy mortar and automatic weapons attack. Observing an
enemy machine gun emplacement to his front, Private First
Class Dockery led his Marines in a courageous charge,
skillfully maneuvering his men, and delivering accurate fire
which killed several of the enemy and forced the remainder to
withdraw. After assisting in the evacuation of his wounded
comrades, he directed the fire of his men, which killed several
more of the enemy, until the hostile emplacement was
silenced. During the following hours, Private First Class
Dockery continued to repel numerous attacks by the enemy.
On one occasion, despite intense enemy fire, he rescued a
wounded Marine who had fallen outside the perimeter of the
listening post. On another occasion, he personally destroyed
an enemy bunker with hand grenades, killing several of the
enemy. His heroic actions and bold leadership inspired his
fellow Marines to fight with determination and courage,
enabling them to withstand repeated attacks by a numerically
superior enemy force."”

Legacy and Impact



Kevin Dockery's heroism extended far beyond the battlefield. He returned
home from the war as a decorated veteran, but the memories of his
experiences stayed with him. He dedicated his life to serving others,
becoming a teacher and later a motivational speaker.

Dockery's story has inspired countless people, both young and old. His
unwavering courage, selfless dedication, and unwavering camaraderie
serve as a reminder of the indomitable spirit that resides within us all. His
legacy continues to live on, inspiring future generations to strive for
excellence and to make a difference in the world.

The life and service of Kevin Dockery stand as a testament to the
extraordinary courage and selflessness of the men and women who have
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served our country. His actions during the Battle of Khe Sanh earned him
the Medal of Honor, but it is his unwavering commitment to service and his
dedication to inspiring others that truly define his legacy. As we honor the
sacrifices of our veterans, let us remember the heroism of Kevin Dockery
and find inspiration in his tireless pursuit of duty, honor, and country.

Kevin Dockery, Point Man and Medal of Honor Recipient

The Battle of Khe Sanh and Dockery's Heroism

Dockery's Legacy of Courage and Inspiration

The Importance of Point Men in Military Operations

The Indomitable Spirit of Kevin Dockery
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