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Margaret Gibson's The Glass Globe is a collection of poems that explores
the themes of memory, time, and identity. The poems are lyrical and
evocative, and they capture the beauty and complexity of human
experience. Gibson's poetry is characterized by its clear and concise
language, its vivid imagery, and its deep understanding of the human
condition.

Memory

Memory is a central theme in The Glass Globe. Gibson's poems explore
the ways in which we remember and forget the past, and how our
memories shape our present and future. In the poem "The Glass Globe,"
the speaker remembers a childhood memory of playing with a glass globe
filled with snow. The globe is a symbol of the fragility and beauty of
memory, and the speaker reflects on how the memory of that moment has
stayed with her throughout her life.

In the glass globe, a whirlwind of snow, a miniature snowstorm, a world
within a world, a universe in a grain of sand.

Gibson's poems also explore the ways in which memory can be distorted
and unreliable. In the poem "The Photograph," the speaker looks at a
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photograph of her mother and realizes that she does not remember her
mother as she appears in the photograph. The photograph becomes a
symbol of the gap between memory and reality, and the speaker is left to
wonder what is true and what is not.

In the photograph, my mother is young, her hair long and black, her eyes
bright and full of life. | do not remember her like this.

Time

Time is another central theme in The Glass Globe. Gibson's poems explore
the ways in which time passes, and how we experience time as we move
through life. In the poem "The Clock," the speaker reflects on the passage
of time as she watches a clock. The clock is a symbol of the relentless
march of time, and the speaker is reminded of the brevity of life.

The clock ticks on, reminding us of the passage of time, the relentless
march toward death. We cannot stop the clock, but we can choose how we
spend our time.

Gibson's poems also explore the ways in which time can be experienced
differently. In the poem "The Child," the speaker reflects on the experience
of time as a child. The child's experience of time is different from the adult's
experience of time, and the speaker is reminded of the innocence and
wonder of childhood.

The child does not know the meaning of time, the child lives in the present
moment. The child experiences time as a series of adventures, a series of
discoveries.

Identity



|dentity is a third central theme in The Glass Globe. Gibson's poems
explore the ways in which we construct our identities, and how our
identities are shaped by our experiences and interactions with others. In
the poem "The Mirror," the speaker looks in a mirror and sees a stranger.
The mirror becomes a symbol of the self, and the speaker is left to wonder
who they really are.

I look in the mirror and see a stranger, a stranger who looks back at me.
Who am I? What is my identity?

Gibson's poems also explore the ways in which our identities can be fluid
and changing. In the poem "The Shape-Shifter," the speaker reflects on the
ways in which their identity has changed over time. The speaker is a
shape-shifter, and they are able to change their form at will. The shape-
shifter becomes a symbol of the fluidity of identity, and the speaker is
reminded that they are not fixed or unchanging.

I am a shape-shifter, | can change my form at will. | am not fixed or
unchanging, | am always in a state of flux.

The Glass Globe is a powerful and moving collection of poems that
explores the themes of memory, time, and identity. Gibson's poems are
lyrical and evocative, and they capture the beauty and complexity of human
experience. The Glass Globe is a must-read for anyone interested in
poetry, memory, time, and identity.
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