
Liberating Scholarly Writing: The Power of
Personal Narrative
Scholarly writing is often seen as a dry and impersonal affair. But what if we
could inject a little bit of our own personality into our work? What if we
could share our own experiences and insights to make our writing more
relatable, engaging, and accessible?
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Personal narrative is a powerful tool that can be used to liberate scholarly
writing. By sharing our own stories, we can make our work more human
and relatable. We can also use personal narrative to challenge traditional
academic norms and to open up new possibilities for scholarly inquiry.

The Benefits of Using Personal Narrative in Scholarly Writing

There are many benefits to using personal narrative in scholarly writing.
Some of these benefits include:
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Personal narrative can make your writing more relatable and
engaging. When you share your own experiences, readers can
connect with you on a personal level. This can make your writing more
engaging and enjoyable to read.

Personal narrative can help you to develop your own voice as a
writer. When you write from your own perspective, you can develop a
unique and authentic voice. This voice will help you to stand out from
the crowd and to make a lasting impression on readers.

Personal narrative can challenge traditional academic norms.
Academic writing is often seen as being objective and impersonal. But
personal narrative can challenge this norm by bringing a human
element to scholarly work. This can help to open up new possibilities
for scholarly inquiry and to create a more inclusive and diverse
academic community.

How to Use Personal Narrative in Scholarly Writing

If you're interested in using personal narrative in your scholarly writing,
there are a few things you should keep in mind:

Be honest and authentic. When you write personal narrative, it's
important to be honest and authentic. Share your own experiences
and insights, and don't be afraid to be vulnerable. Readers will
appreciate your honesty and will be more likely to connect with your
writing.

Be reflective. Personal narrative is not just about telling your story. It's
also about reflecting on your experiences and insights. What have you
learned from your experiences? How have your experiences shaped



your thinking? Share your reflections with readers to help them make
meaning of your story.

Be mindful of your audience. When you write personal narrative, it's
important to keep your audience in mind. Who are you writing for?
What do you want them to take away from your writing? Tailor your
writing to your audience's needs and interests.

Examples of Personal Narrative in Scholarly Writing

Here are a few examples of personal narrative in scholarly writing:

In her essay "The Personal Narrative as a Research Tool," Patricia
Clough argues that personal narrative can be a valuable tool for
conducting research. She shares her own experiences using personal
narrative in her research on the AIDS crisis, and she demonstrates
how personal narrative can help researchers to develop a deeper
understanding of their research participants.

In his book "The Fire Next Time," James Baldwin uses personal
narrative to explore the complexities of race and identity in America.
Baldwin shares his own experiences growing up in the segregated
South, and he offers a powerful critique of the racism that continues to
plague American society.

In her essay "Why I Write," bell hooks uses personal narrative to
reflect on her own journey as a writer. hooks shares her experiences
with racism and sexism, and she discusses the importance of writing
as a tool for empowerment and liberation.

Personal narrative is a powerful tool that can be used to liberate scholarly
writing. By sharing our own experiences, we can make our work more



relatable, engaging, and accessible to a wider audience. We can also use
personal narrative to challenge traditional academic norms and to open up
new possibilities for scholarly inquiry.

If you're interested in using personal narrative in your scholarly writing, I
encourage you to experiment. Be honest and authentic, be reflective, and
be mindful of your audience. With a little practice, you'll be able to use
personal narrative to create powerful and meaningful scholarly work.
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