
Deconstructing the Positive Behavioral
Intervention Support Model: Hegemony and
Power Relations in Educational Discipline
The Positive Behavioral Intervention Support (PBIS) model is a widely
adopted approach to school discipline that emphasizes positive
reinforcement and proactive strategies to promote desired behaviors.
However, despite its popularity, PBIS has faced criticism for its potential to
perpetuate hegemony and social control within educational institutions.
This article seeks to deconstruct the PBIS model, examining its underlying
power dynamics and the ways in which it may contribute to the
maintenance of inequitable structures in schools.

Hegemony, a concept developed by Italian philosopher Antonio Gramsci,
refers to the process by which a dominant group or ideology maintains its
power by gaining the consent of the subordinate group. In the context of
education, hegemony manifests itself in the ways that dominant cultural
norms and values are normalized and imposed upon students, often
without their conscious awareness.

The PBIS model, with its focus on positive reinforcement and behavior
modification techniques, can be seen as a hegemonic tool that promotes
the values and norms of the dominant culture. By rewarding students for
conforming to these norms, PBIS reinforces the idea that these behaviors
are inherently desirable and correct. This can lead to the suppression of
other cultural norms and values, potentially marginalizing students who do
not conform to the dominant paradigm.
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The PBIS model is often implemented through a top-down approach, with
administrators and school staff holding the primary authority for defining
and enforcing desired behaviors. This can create a power imbalance
between students and educators, making it difficult for students to voice
their concerns or challenge the norms imposed upon them.

Additionally, PBIS often relies on surveillance and data collection to monitor
student behavior. This can lead to a sense of mistrust and alienation
among students, who may feel that their actions are constantly under
scrutiny. The focus on data can also shift the emphasis away from
addressing the root causes of behavioral problems, potentially leading to
superficial and ineffective interventions.

Critics of PBIS argue that it has the potential to disproportionately impact
students of color, students with disabilities, and students from low-income
backgrounds. These students may be more likely to be labeled as "problem
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students" and subjected to more punitive disciplinary measures within the
PBIS framework.

For example, a study by the Council of State Governments Justice Center
found that students of color were more likely to be suspended or expelled
from schools that implemented PBIS. This suggests that the model may not
be effectively addressing the underlying factors that contribute to
behavioral challenges in these student populations.

To address the concerns raised about hegemony and power relations in the
PBIS model, it is essential to deconstruct its underlying assumptions and
implement more equitable and inclusive approaches to school discipline.
Here are a few suggestions:

1. Center Student Voices: Engage students in the process of developing
and implementing behavioral expectations. Allow them to share their
perspectives and experiences and create a sense of ownership over their
school environment.

2. Address Root Causes of Behavior: Focus on understanding the
underlying reasons behind behavioral challenges rather than solely relying
on punishment or rewards. Provide support and resources to students who
are struggling with academic, social, or emotional issues.

3. Build Relationships and Trust: Foster strong relationships between
students, educators, and administrators. Create a supportive and inclusive
school climate where students feel valued and respected.

4. Use Restorative Practices: Implement restorative justice practices that
emphasize repairing relationships and addressing harm. This can help



build a sense of community and promote accountability without resorting to
punitive measures.

5. Challenge Deficit Perspectives: Avoid labeling students as "problem
students" or viewing them solely through a deficit-based lens. Focus on
their strengths and abilities and provide them with opportunities to succeed.

The Positive Behavioral Intervention Support model has the potential to be
a valuable tool for promoting positive school behavior. However, it is crucial
to critically examine the underlying power dynamics and assumptions of the
model to ensure that it is implemented in an equitable and inclusive
manner. By deconstructing PBIS and embracing more restorative and
student-centered approaches, we can create school environments where
all students feel valued, supported, and empowered to succeed.

Alt Attributes for Images:

Image 1: Students engaging in a restorative circle, fostering a sense of
community and accountability.

Image 2: Educators and students working together to develop and
implement behavioral expectations, creating a sense of ownership and
collaboration.

Image 3: Teachers providing individualized support to students,
addressing the underlying reasons behind behavioral challenges.
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Complete Guide to Using Yoga With Kids:
Benefits, Tips, and Poses
Yoga is an ancient practice that has been shown to have many benefits
for both adults and children. Yoga can help improve flexibility, strength,
balance, and coordination. It...

How to Make $000 Per Week on Craigslist
Are you looking for a way to make extra money or even replace your full-
time income? If so, then Craigslist is a great place to start. Craigslist is a
popular classifieds...
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